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Synopsis

Discover Madagascar & ComorosHike through forested canyons in the Parc National de I'lsalo,
where ring-tailed lemurs scamper in the treesCatch a whiff of cloves, ylang-ylang and vanilla driving
north of Soanierana-lvangoDrift down the Tsiribihina Riverin a wooden pirogue, passing cliffs
carpeted with sleeping batsGaze into the vast jaws of an insect-eating plant in Parc National
d’Andohahelaln This Guide:Make the most of your trip-of-a-lifetime with the best itineraries, tips and
listings from our discerning authorsThe only guidebook to cover Madagascar and the
ComorosSpecial color section on the diverse animals, birds and plants of this unique

destinationVisit lonelyplanet.com for up-to-the-minute reviews, updates and traveler insights
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Customer Reviews

Nobody covers the world like Lonely Planet.’ --New York Post, May 2004

Who We AreAt Lonely Planet, we see our job as inspiring and enabling travelers to connect with the
world for their own benefit and for the benefit of the world at large. What We Do* We offer travelers
the world’s richest travel advice, informed by the collective wisdom of over 350 Lonely Planet
authors living in 37 countries and fluent in 70 languages.” We are relentless in finding the special,
the unique and the different for travellers wherever they are.*We update our guidebooks by visiting
thousands of places in person to get the details right and tell it as it is.* We always offer the trusted
filter for those who are curious, open minded and independent.* We challenge our growing

community of travelers; leading debate and discussion about travel and the world.* We tell it like it is



without fear or favor in service of the travelers; not clouded by any other motive.What We
BelieveWe believe that travel leads to a deeper cultural understanding and compassion and

therefore a better world.

This book was very useful when | traveled to Madagascar in 2010. It has updated information, nice

pictures, and maps.

Just the info you need.

Picked this book as a reference for a 3 month stay in Madagascar. It is informative and
comprehensive, yet small enough for the limited luggage allowed. It will be a valuable resource for a

relatively unknown region.

| am writing this review after having been unfortunate enough to have to travel with this book in
Madagascar for 2 months.It must be one of the very worst Lonely Planet guides ever.lt is a result of
several personal disasters: the original author died while writing it, leaving the publisher to fly in
another author with zero experience to finsish the book. And that one broke her leg upon arrival,
proudly announcing she had researched the title on one leg!Well, that one leg certainly did not take
her very far.To start with, the book only covers the most superficial overview of the country. It lacks
any real insight into the culture and history, and even the coverage of sights is so limited that | found
more info on things to see in the local tourist office publications!Now for the practical info, which is
what most people buy Lonely Planet guides for.This is even worse!The maps are awful. Even the
simple walking tour map of the capital has streets and attractions misplaced on it, making it obvious
the author has never walked it on that one leg.Hotel recommendations? | have very soon given up
even reading them! For the budget category, the recommendations are totally useless, with much
better value options readily found by simply looking or asking around. For the higher end, | often
found that hotels described as the best in town were now ages old, run-down and certainly not the
best in twon for at least a decade!Transport? Now this is where sheer laziness and carelessness is
most obvious! More often than not, totally different (as much as 10 times!) fares are given for the
very same journey depending on at which of the 2 towns it starts/ends in you look up in this book.
The very same road may be described as excellent (correct) from the north, but as awful (outdated
info) from the south. In fact | am very surprised that LP’s usually very strict editors failed to pick all

these errors!And | could go on endlessly...But in short, if you are going to Madagascar, whether on



an organized tour or as a backpacker, you should definitely avoid wasting your money on this book!
lts sole English-language competition theA A Bradt Guide to Madagascar, is far more informative
and accurate. In fact this is not much of a secret any more. Unusually for any country, | saw hardly
anyone else in Madagascar travelling with Lonely Planet, with almost everyone using Bradt.This
book should never have left the publisher.The only reason | gave it 2 stars is that if you simply can
not get hold of the Bradt guide (as | could not in Asia) this one still gives you the most basic ideas

about what to see and how to get around the country.

| took this book with me on my trip to Madagascar and used it multiple times. | found it to be pretty
accurate for the average tourist, although | did a lot of off the map travel that was not in the book. |

would recommend this book to help learn about the travel styles.

Writing a review of a travel guide that one has not yet used presents fundamental difficulties in
judging the usefulness, accuracy, and validity of the information given. Nonetheless, | have lots of
experience using guides and, further, | have the 2007 edition of Hilary Bradt’s Madagascar book to
compare with the Lonely Planet publication. To begin with, the Lonely Planet guide is of a smaller
format and shorter in length than Bradt. It covers an additional subject, the Comoros. The net effect
is @ more surface treatment of the sights and regions of the country, but a heavy emphasis on such
practical aspects as where to stay and eat and how to get around. There are excellent maps of
towns and small local areas. Lonely Planet authors give opinions about destinations that have
become too popular for their own good and suggest itineraries. One irritating feature, however, is
the index. Numerous times, when | attempted to look up a place, | could not find it until | studied the
two-page color map at the beginning of the book (you have to have an idea where in Madagascar
this place is) and found out how it was listed. For example, | couldn’t find Isalo until | looked under
Parc National d’I'lsalo. Overall, | believe that the Lonely Planet guide to Madagascar is an
indispensible companion, but | believe, too, that the Bradt has so many other assets that the two

books complement each other and | would not want to travel in Madagascar without either of them.
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